Alabama Science Scholar Search and Gorgas Scholarship Competition

The Research Report-Instructions
The Research Report is limited to 20 pages. It should include a title page, a short introduction describing the background and purpose of the work, a section describing the methods, a factual description of results, and a concluding discussion of those results and their implications. Include bibliographic references for all sources consulted in preparing your Research Report.  Refer to scientific research journals in the chosen field to see examples of different report formats. Posters will not be accepted and a paper version of a poster is not sufficient detail for consideration. Some references for how to write a scientific paper can be found at http://www.jshs.org/guidelines.html or on this website.  
What is a research report? Your research report is evidence of research completed. It should describe the project in sufficient detail to give evidence of your scientific ability, originality, and thinking process.  It is your opportunity to show that you can plan and complete a project in science.  The report should describe your actual laboratory, field, or theoretical research (not library research).  The conclusions of the report should illustrate your discoveries, your interpretation of their strengths and limitation, and projections or interesting future expansion of this research. If you use ideas or data that are not your own, you MUST state this clearly and give credit to the appropriate source.  
Must the report describe only original work? Your project builds on the work of others.  It should contain some original or novel elements, and clearly present your contribution. In writing your report, you must make references to these works and then explain your original contribution. All work done by others should be cited appropriately and included in the reference list. 

Should the report be written in the first person or be autobiographical? No, this is a scholarly undertaking and should reflect your research study. If there is a personal story to your involvement in the project attach that separately in “Personal description of scientific development and source of project”. 

Should the report contain historical content? You should review the literature for relevant work supporting your project and cite those studies in the research report. Your project should be your own work, something you can investigate first-hand, not just a review of literature. 

When may the project be done? There are no time limits or requirements for the project. Many are done during the junior or sophomore year of high school or during summer science internships or mentorships. A project may include data collected over one or more years but that information should be included in the methods description of the project. ANY project involving human participants must be approved by a school or institutional review board (IRB) prior to data collection. 

See deadline dates in Entry form. 
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